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March 14, 2023 – Lithium-ion batteries power a vast range of products and equipment, from laptops and smartphones to
micro-mobility devices, electric vehicles, and energy storage systems. As the use and presence of lithium-ion batteries
continues to grow, so does the potential risk for first responders who are called upon to mitigate associated fire incidents
and hazards. To help ensure firefighters’ safety when handling lithium-ion batteries in a variety of situations and scenarios,
the theme for this year’s Safety Stand Down campaign, June 18-24, 2023, is “Lithium-Ion Batteries: Are You Ready?”

The week of Safety Stand Down will cover topics relating to lithium-ion battery response and safety, which will be broken
down into five daily focus areas: recognition of hazards, firefighting operations, firefighter safety, post-incident
considerations, and public education.

Safety Stand Down is a joint initiative of the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) Safety, Health and Survival
Section, the National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC), the National Fire Protection Association® (NFPA®), and the Fire
Department Safety Officers Association (FDSOA). Held each year during the third week of June, the campaign works to
reduce the number of preventable injuries and deaths in the fire and emergency services. In support of this year’s Safety
Stand Down, responder agencies are encouraged to suspend all non-emergency activities during the campaign week to
focus on training and education related to lithium-ion battery safety awareness and education.

Resources and training videos will be made available at www.safetystanddown.org in advance to help departments plan for
and implement Safety Stand Down strategies.

In addition, NFPA will once again host the Fire Service Safety Stand Down Quiz to raise awareness and foster a greater
understanding of this year’s theme. Everyone who completes the online quiz will be automatically entered into a
sweepstakes; 200 randomly selected participants will win a commemorative Safety Stand Down challenge coin.

Stay tuned to www.safetystanddown.org for more information and resources in the months leading up to the campaign. New
information will be added periodically.

About the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC)

The IAFC represents the leadership of firefighters and emergency responders worldwide. IAFC members are the world's
leading experts in firefighting, emergency medical services, terrorism response, hazardous material response, natural
disasters, search and rescue, and public safety legislation. Since 1873, the IAFC has provided a forum for its members to
exchange ideas, develop professionally and uncover the latest products and services available to first responders. Learn
more at www.iafc.org.

About the National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC)
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The NVFC is the leading nonprofit membership association representing the interests of the volunteer fire, EMS, and rescue
services. The NVFC serves as the voice of the volunteer in the national arena and provides critical resources, programs,
education, and advocacy for first responders across the nation. Learn more at www.nvfc.org.

About the Fire Department Safety Officer Association (FDSOA)

The Fire Department Safety Officers Association was established in 1989 as a non-profit Association, incorporated in
Massachusetts. In 2013, the offices moved to Michigan. Its mission is to promote safety standards and practices in the fire,
rescue, and emergency services community. The Association is led by a volunteer Board of Directors and has a small staff
to handle the day-to-day operations. It is the Association dedicated to the issues that affect your critical role as Safety
Officer in protecting and promoting the safety and health responsibilities you have to your department, your community and
yourself. In fact, so critical is the role of the Safety Officer in every department in the country, that we train and offer
ProBoard Certifications for the Incident Safety Officer and Health Safety Officer to ensure the needed knowledge and
skillsets to be successful. FDSOA works to help you achieve proficiency, promote the recognition of your skills and secure
your future.

About the National Fire Protection Association® (NFPA®)

Founded in 1896, NFPA is a global self-funded nonprofit organization devoted to eliminating death, injury, property, and
economic loss due to fire, electrical, and related hazards. The 125-year-old Association delivers information and knowledge
through more than 300 consensus codes and standards, research, training, education, outreach and advocacy; and by
partnering with others who share an interest in furthering the NFPA mission. For more information, visit www.nfpa.org. All
NFPA codes and standards can be viewed online for free at www.nfpa.org/freeaccess.

Contact: Lorraine Carli, Public Affairs Office: +1 617 984-7275
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